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Abstract—Novel indium-mediated reactions have been studied. Treatment of iodoalkyne with In (0.5 equiv.) and I2 (0.5 equiv.)
in MeOH promotes the atom-transfer 5-exo-cyclization. In contrast, the reaction with In (2 equiv.) and I2 (1 equiv.) gives rise to
a reductive 5-exo-cyclized product. © 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

The first ionization potential of indium (In) (5.8 eV) is
as low as that of Li and Na. Therefore, it might be easy
for In to promote SET (single electron transfer) pro-
cesses. In addition, In is comparatively stable in air,
and the toxicity observed in many metals is little known
in In.1 For these reasons, In is one of the most notable
metals at present, and its usefulness in organic synthesis
has been studied2 in terms of green chemistry.3 The use
of radicals in organic synthesis has increased within the

last two decades.4 During the recent development of
radical methodology, tributyltin hydride has played an
important role despite its toxicity and the difficulty of
the complete removal of the tin species in the reaction
mixture. For this reason, new reductive radical reac-
tions to replace tributyltin hydride have been investi-
gated. In contrast to the reductive radical cyclizations,5

there are some reports on atom-transfer radical cycliza-
tion.6,7 Here we report a novel indium-mediated atom-

Table 1. Radical cyclization of iodoalkyne 1

I2 (equiv.) Condition Solvent Time (h)Run Yield (%)In (equiv.)

2c2b2a

MeOH 17 46 41 51.0 0.0
0.5 0.5 A MeOH2 17 77 5 0

156617MeOH3 0.51.0
1.0 1.0 MeOH4 3 75 5 6

EtOH/H2O=1/1 17 655 51.0 70.5
1.0 0.5 THF6 17 53 6 10

7 1.0 0.5 H2O 22 22 13 2
17MeOH2.0 B8 1.0 8500

MeOH 7InI3 (0.5 equiv.)InI (0.5 equiv.)9 67 5 4
55547MeOH10 InI (2 equiv.)

InI3 (2 equiv.) MeOH 8 No reaction11
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transfer 5-exo-cyclization (Kharasch-type reaction) of
iodoalkynes to heterocyclic iodoalkenes (condition A)
and to tandem radical addition reaction with electron-
deficient olefin. Furthermore, we also developed a novel
indium-mediated reductive 5-exo-cyclization of
iodoalkynes to heterocyclic alkenes (condition B). Our
report herein would be a novel example regarding in as
much as only a change in the quantity of the reagents
(In and I2) can provide different products under the
same conditions. We first investigated the cyclization
reaction of iodoalkyne 1 in expectation of good results
by importing several conditions. Iodoalkyne 1 was
treated with 1 equiv of In in MeOH at room tempera-
ture to give atom-transfer products 2a and 2b in 50%
yield accompanied with the starting material (ca. 20%)
(Table 1, run 1). Then treatment of compound 1 with
In (0.5 equiv.) and I2 (0.5 equiv.) in MeOH (condition
A) afforded atom-transfer 5-exo-cyclized products 2a
and 2b as major products (run 2). This reaction was
studied under several conditions (runs 3–7). After all,
condition A was the best for atom-transfer 5-exo-
cyclization. On the other hand, the reaction with com-
pound 1, In (2 equiv.), and I2 (1 equiv.) (condition B)
gave only a reductive cyclization product 2c in 85%
yield (run 8). Compound 2c was also obtained in 71%
yield from atom-transfer products 2a and 2b under
condition B. These atom-transfer or reductive cycliza-
tion reactions did not occur when bromoalkyne was
used instead of iodoalkyne 1 (recovery of the starting
material, 86%). Next, we examined the use of commer-
cially available InI and InI3 (runs 9–11). The result of
run 9 was the same as that of run 4. The active species
based on chemical equations, for example InI2, might

be produced.8 The results of runs 8 and 10 were also
the same. They gave the reductive cyclization product
predominantly. InI3 could not promote atom-transfer
cyclization of compound 1 (run 11).

Next, we tried the cyclization of iodoalkynes 3–6 under
condition A or B. The results are summarized in Table
2. Iodoalkynes 3 and 4 gave iodoolefins 7a, 7b, 8Aa,
8Ab, 8Ba, and 8Bb in good yields under condition A.
On the other hand, under condition B, iodoolefin 3
gave only reductive cyclization products 7c and 7d in
moderate yields. Bicyclic sugars are interesting com-
pounds because of their utility as a building block for
synthesis of natural products and their biological activ-
ities.9 The sugar iodides 5 and 6 were prepared from
glucal and galactal with propargyl alcohol in the pres-
ence of N-iodosuccinimide in CH3CN.10 Using com-
pounds 5 and 6, the radical cyclization reaction
mediated by indium species was carried out under
condition B.11 The reductive cyclization products 9 and
10 were obtained in good yields. The produced 5-exo-
cyclized bicyclic sugars have cis-fused rings. trans-
Fused products and 6-endo-cyclization products were
not observed. The atom-transfer cyclization under con-
dition A or reductive cyclization under condition B
may be realized by a subtle balance of the quantity of
the active species.

We next investigated intermolecular radical addition12

of radical intermediate to an �,�-unsaturated nitrile,
electron-deficient olefin in order to clarify the reaction
mechanism (Scheme 1). When compound 1 was sub-

Table 2. Radical cyclizations of iodoalkynes 3–6

Starting material Condition Time (h) ProductRun Yield (%)

dcba

1 013477 05A3
3 B 27 72 0 0 28 28

3 04Aa A 8 8A 41 36 0
11 0 0A 8 8B4 664Ba

5 745 B 17 9
6 7510176 B

a Compounds 4A and 4B are separable diastereoisomers.
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Scheme 1.
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jected to condition A in the presence of acrylonitrile
(2 equiv.), 5-exo-cyclized nitrile 11 was obtained in
54% yield accompanied with compounds 12 and 2a.
This indium-mediated sequential radical cyclization
and cross-coupling reaction provide a new methodol-
ogy.

On the basis of these facts, we propose the following
reaction mechanism (Scheme 2). First, indium species
(In, In+ and/or In2+) would induce atom-transfer radi-
cal cyclization of iodoalkyne 1 to provide vinyl radi-
cal 13. When there is little reducing agent, radical 13
abstracts the iodine radical from compound 1 to pro-
duce vinyl iodides 2a and 2b. When there are enough
low valent indium species, they would be effective to
reduce vinyl radical 13 to provide reductive cycliza-
tion product 2c after protonation to the anionic com-
pound.13 In the presence of �,�-unsaturated nitrile,
intermolecular addition of radical 13 to acrylonitrile
occurred. Sequential addition of one electron and a
proton gave heterocyclic nitrile 11 in moderate yield.

In summary, we have found a novel indium-
mediated14 atom-transfer cyclization and reductive
cyclization of iodoalkynes15 without the use of con-
ventional radical initiators such as AIBN, Et3B/O2,
etc. In- and I2-mediated sequential generation and uti-
lization of radical species is the essential factors in
the cross-coupling reaction of iodoalkyne and aryl
boronic acid or electron-deficient olefin. This protocol
provides a new methodology for multibond forma-
tion. The present results will develop a new attractive
aspect of indium chemistry.

Scheme 2. Plausible mechanism.
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Géro, M. J. Org. Chem. 1993, 58, 6517–6519; (d) Takai,
K.; Ueda, T.; Ikeda, N.; Moriwake, T. J. Org. Chem.
1996, 61, 7990–7991.

13. The cyclization reaction in MeOD under condition B
provided the labelled products of 2c.

14. Recently, Baba et al. reported indium hydride (InHCl2)
generated from NaBH4 and InCl3 as a convenient alter-
native radical reagent to tributyltin hydride. See: Inoue,
K.; Sawada, A.; Shibata, I.; Baba, A. J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2002, 124, 906–907.

15. The radical cyclization of iodoalkenes has been now in
progress. The interesting results are obtained. We will
write as soon as possible about the results.


	Indium-mediated atom-transfer cyclizations and reductive cyclizations
	Acknowledgements
	References


